BOROUGH  OP  LOWESTOFT 


M.NJL4 L.  heport  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  for  1,942 . 


To  His  Worshipful  the  Mcyor  and  to  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
cf  the  Borough  of  Lowestoft. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  teg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  borough 
for  the  year  1942,  which  by  direction  of  Circular  2604  is  again  an 
interim  report. 

It  will  be  seen  that  both  birth  rate  and  death  rate  considerably 
exceed  the  corresponding  figure  fyr  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

Infant  mortality,  stillbirth  and  zymotic  death  rates  continue  to  compare 
favourably.  Detailed  comparison  of  statistical  rates  with  previous 
years  and  with  ether  areas  is  at  present  of  little  value  owing  to 
movements  of  population. 

I  would  report  that  the  officers  and  reduced  staff  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  have  continued  to  give  willing  service  under  sometimes  difficult 
conditions . 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


y.  R„  WALKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

June,  1943. 

A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year, 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  mid-1942  „ . . 

STILL  BIRTHS  per  1,000  to  cal 

(live  &  still)  births  . „ . 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated 
average  population 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 
YEAR  OF  AGE  !- 

All  infants  per  1,000  'iivebirths 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births  ... 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES  - 

Puerperal  Sepsis  , . * 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . „ . 


Comparative  figures 
for  ENGLAND  &  WALES. 

15.8 

33.0 

11.6 

49 


LOWESTOFT 
19.9 

16.3 

17.6 

41 

40 

54 

R a_t e_  p e r  1,000  total  (live  &  still  )births 

2.03  0.42 

2.03  1.59 


4.06 


2.01 


Deaths  .from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  60 

"  Measles(al'l  ages)  .  2 

"  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..  1 
"  "  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  . .  3 

of  age) 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  re QLte os  comment  and  no  cause  of  sickness  rr  invalidity  has  been 
specially  m Lewprthy, 


The 


gene  raj.  freaaework  continued  unchanged  and  there  has  been  no 
alteration  in  the  professional  sta.fr  since  the  last  annual  report® 

M 1  &v  jtf  ery  8 a >?v ic «. ... .  ihe  municipal  midwifery  scheme  has  contin¬ 
ued  to”  work  smocThtg  and  despite  the  general  shortage  of  midwives 
the  services  of  tm  Lowestoft  learning  Association  have  been  able 
to  meet  al"  demands  for  dbiui  ciliary  midwifery.  The  number  of 
summonses  for  medical!  assistance  was  1l4<> 

Mat e uni fcy  Service*.  Light  maternity  cases,  were  admitted  to  the 
Lowest ci ft  TiolipTtaT  'under  the  standing  agreement.  In  addition  one 
difficult  obstetric  ease  ’was  admitted  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
obstetric  unit*  while  ill  mothers  were  evacuated  under  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Health  scheme  for  confinement  in  reception  area  maternity 
hostels* 


Mat  era:,  cy  &  Phi  :.d  Wei  fare-  The  midwives  of  the  District  Nursing 
Association  continue  to  examine  the  cases  at  the  municipal  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  v?here‘  expectant  mothers  are  also  able  to  obtain 
Ministry  of  Food  permits „  clothing  coupons  and  many  other  forms  of 
certificate®  The  three  child  welfare  centres  have  continued  their 
work  during  the  year  including  the  fairly  heavy  duties  connected 
with  Ministry  of  Food  distribution  of  assisted  milk*  cod  liver  oil 
*nd  fruit  juices. 


Health  Visitors..  The  routine  work  has  been  continued  despite 
frequent  movements  of  the  child  population. 


Co 


S  an. 


■tary  Cir 


:  urns 


>  jc,!.:'. 


us  of  the  Area. 


Only  work  of 
o  e  e  n  u  nd  e r  t  ak 0 n 
inspect  era-;  No 
tne  year. 


a  nature  necessary  to  avoid  serious  nuisance  has 
the  staff  continuing  on  the  reduced  number  of  two 
particular  difficulties,  were  encountered  during 


:Do 


Housing. 
.  — - 


No  special  problems  have  arisen;  work  carried  out  under  Section 
9  of  the  Housing  Act  has  been  restricted  to  those  repairs  of  a  very 
necessary  and  urgent  character® 


Eo  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  good. 

(a)  Milk  Supply-  Routine  inspections  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Orders  was"  continued  throughout  the  year.  Seventeen  samples  were 
taken  for  bacterial  content  and  phosphatase  test. 

Fourteen  samples  of  m.ilk  were  taken  for  animal  inoculation 
for  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  tubercle  bacilli.  In  one  sample 
the  bacteriologist  reported,  that  tubercle  bacilli  were  found.  As 
the  farm  from  which  the  milk  was  produced  was  situate  outside  the 
Borough  the  County  Authorities  were  notified  and  action  was  sub¬ 
sequent!  3’  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis.  Order  1938.  The  animal  was 
eventually  found  and  slaughtered  and  post  mortem  examination  con¬ 
firmed  the  findings.. 

(a)  Meut^ 


Slaughterhj:u.ses^  -%35&  visits,  were  paid  to  these  premises 
by  the  inspectors ’during’  the  year*  and  7,322  carcases  were  inspect¬ 
ed,  This,  figure  includes  animals  slaughtered  outside  the  Borough 
and  brought  into  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Depot.  The  total 
amount  of  fresh  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unsound  and  unfit  for 
food  amounted  to  71*969  lbs*  of  which  60,579  lbs  or  &4o  2%  was 
tubercular.! 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned 


ex¬ 


cluding 


Cows 


h 


’ 

Sheepi 

Calves 

and  I  Pigs  J 

L _ J 

Lambs!  f 

. 1  — i 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Numb er  inspee te  d  J 


■•.V.IVWVT- 


All  diseases  except  Tuber- 

auloaia- 

Whoie  carcases  .condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ■>  © 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  infected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  ©  o  <-.  <>  c  ©  » © 


Tuber culoais  only ; ™ 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  <> » 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  o  <■  ©  ©  •>  ©  © © 


nn 

1 

1 

41 

5 

4 

: 

4 

I  5 

- 

a 

231 

18 

344  • 

;  ; 

1 

?  28.4 

}  T  _ _ _ -  - 

i - 

Id 

- 

f22w..„ 

were  paid  to  premises  in  respect  .of  the  retail  sale  of 

meQther  Foods©  Other  articles  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
accordingly  condemned  were  as  follows:- 

Corned  beef  11,300  ltay  fish  3.5?-  lbs,  IMS,  canned  porlc^2P461  lbss 
evaporated  milk  b-32  tins*  mixed  food  1  •  708  tinsg  fish  2-/3  tinsj 
onions  2  bags,  jam  143  lbst  fruit  23  tins,  flour  36  J-bs,  bacon  24  lbs, 
prunes  24  lbs,  biscuits-  25  lbs,  dates  10  lbs,  butter  21  lbs,  cheese 
189  lbs,  eggs  1o2.o 

(»}o  Adulterations.  During  the  year  100  formal  samples  were  taken 
all  of  which  were  genuine©  In  one  instance,  namely  a  sample  of 
chocolate  sweet  sauce*  the  analyst  reported  that  although  genuine  as 
described,  the  sample  was  in  bad  condition  and  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  being  infested  with  ac&ri  (mites).  Investigation  was  made 
of  the  vendor : s  remaining  stock  of  this  commodity  which  consisted  of 
only  one  packet©  On  examination  the  contents  showed  no  visible  infest¬ 
ation  with  acarl,  but  the  trader  voluntarily  withdrew!  the  coments 
from  sale©  On.  consideration  of  the  facts,  the  Health  Committee 
decided  to  warn  the  vendor  as  to  the  storage  and  supervision  of 
future  supplies© 

During  the  year  22  informal  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  mifgk 
fat  content.  With  the  exception,  of  one  sample  which  showed,  a  defic- 
iency  in  milk  fat  content  of  6#  %,  all  the  samples  proved  genuine.  _ 
Repeat  samples  from  the  same  source  as  the  one  deficient  prove 

genuine. 

F.  Prevalence  of.  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  other  Diseases©. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
during  the  year  1942 


Disease 


T 


Cases 


otai  Gas 
notified 


Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever 

C  or ebro—spinal  fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Paratyphoid 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

rneumonla 

Ophthalmia  neonat  open. 
Erysipelas 
Whooping  Cough 

Measles 


xo 


Cases  admit . 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 


9 

"■ 

7 


Total 

Deaths 


5  r 

30 

05 


13 


Jt 

r 

2 


It;  will  'os  seen  that  fchs  general  Incidence  f  infections  disease 
was  again  low  daring  the  whole  -f  the  yean  and  at  no  time  was  there 
epi domic  prevalence  of  any  arch. 

Soar!:  et  .hover-.  The  total  of  thirty- two  cases  for  the  year  was  again 
low.  The  quarterly  incidence  was  2,7*8  and  15. 

hi pht'her  1  a ,  The  quarterly  incidence  f  the  seven  cases  was  4,1,;! 
and  1,  Cases  were  generally  mild  ancl  no  deaths  occurred.  ho  case 
. ocurred  in  an  immunised  child. 


Fa e r pb 'u a 1  ?yr e x i a .  Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  the 
quarterly  distribution  being  3,2,1  and  nil.  The  clinical  picture  was 
generally  mild  and  no  case  required  admission  to  hospital  for  treatment. 
There  was  rc  evidence  of  any  common  source  of  infection  among  these 
coses  and  no  death  occurred • 

Measles,  There  was  a' very  heavy  prevalence  of  measles  in  'the  last 
quarter "Vf'  the  year, 

jjlPHTS'.I dl A  :'HG rliYT  ffii'S .  In  co-operation  with  the  national  campaign 
an  additional  478  children  under  5  years  and  1415  over  5  but  under  15 
years,  completed  a  course  ..f  injections. 


Borough  is  oration  Hospital . 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  nature  of 
during  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1943,  both 
and  from  other  authorities. 


the 

for 


admissions 
the  borough 


Disease 

Admitted  from 
area  of  Borough 

Admitted  from  other 
authorities  (including 

i 

Services ) 

Scarlet  S'e  v  er 

.10 

15 

Di  pht'her  i  a 

4 

5 

Cerebro ••  spinal  Meningiti  s 

2 

2 

Measles 

*i 

74 

Mump  s 

IV 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

l 

1 

Rubella 

... 

1 

Chi ck euuoj 

- 

11 

0 ph t h a  Imi a  N e ana  1 6 rum 

1 

Ob so r v  a  tion  o a s e  s 

A 

2,3 

£2 

150 

The  annual  number  of  ca  ses  admitted  from  the  borough,  was  again 
Dow,  Certain  cases  from  the  contributing  rural  areas  continued  to  be 
accommodated  inland  at  the  Stowmarket  Isolation  H  spital.  Up  to  the 
end  of  1942  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  two  oases  of  diphtheria  and 
one  of  measles  with  mastoiditis  were  admitted  there. 


UBEROULOSIS. 


New  ca see  and  mortality  during  19§2  are  given  for  the  area  in  the 
following  table  :  - 


APT?  T?P  T  PlT)  Q 

New. 

Oas^s 

- i 

Deaths 

Air  A  r  An  JUJU  o 

Respiratory 

'■’jTTJ" 

Resp 

irator 

y  Resp 

iratc-rj 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  ! 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  »  c  e  o 

1-  .  . 

5-  .  .  .  . 

- 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-  ..  .  . 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

25-  .  .  .  , 

4 

r7. 

O 

- 

2 

- 

1 

— 

• 

35-  .  .  .  . 

4 

4 

- 

2 

— 

3 

— 

1 

45-  .  .  .  . 

3 

2 

- 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

•  55 . 

1 

— 

— 

- 

2 

— 

_ 

65  and  upwards 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

14 

1:2 

6 

7 

5 

a 

- 

1 

Registrar  General’s 
figures  supplied 

after  final  transfers  . »  ..  ....  2  6  1  2 


The  mortality  figures  present  some  decrease  for  the  area  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  efficiency  of  notification  in  the  area  continues  satisfactory, 
no  cases  having  come  to  our  notice  otherwise  than  by  notification. 

No  action  was  required  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


